used in a show given in the fairground in Bremen
on 18 May 1688. In the playbill (22) the
showman announces the performance of the
comedy of The Life and Death of (our old friend)
the Great and Original Magician Dr Johann
Faustus. Among the eight scenes was 'Faust’s
Magic and Ghost Citation’, ‘Faust being
abducted by the Spirits’, and lastly ‘Hell
decorated and adorned with Fireworks'
If you think of a self-contained projection
arrangement with .one or two lenses, and a
means of holding and changing the transparent
pictures, which is attached, and can be removed
from, a large camera obscura, you have all the
makings of a magic lantern as we know it.
And that’s where the story really starts
We shall print the final part of Hermann Hecht's lecture in
our next Issue.
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The road to the lIsles:

The Hebrides in Lantern Slides
L.M.H.Smith (Ed). Loanhead, Midlothian:
MacDonald, 1983.

131p: 62 col. ill.; 19x25cm.

ISBN 0-86334-002-4 (not 9 — as given on the
dust-wrapper!) £12.50

Mike Smith’s book, previously announced in
Newsletter No.7, has now appeared and is
reported to be selling well. In the event itisin a
smaller format than the projected 21 x 30cm but
contains more pages. These reproduce slides
from the 'GWW' series The West Coast of
Scotland which was issued in two parts: Ffrom
Oban to Skye and The Outer Hebrides as shown
in this extract from the Wilson Brothers’ 1920
catalogue:

Trade Mark ‘““G.W.W.” Registered.

THE WEST COAST OF SCOTLAND.

o start from Oban and go north to Skye, round which island « . sail. In Skyo we are shown
o Crofter Life. We then go round Lewis, and visit other islands in

SE Kilds, the most westerly inbabited ialand
in Great Britain, which, until quite recently, had communication with * the adjacent island of Great
Britain " only once in twelve months,

SET 35— PART I.—FROM OBAN TO SKYE.
Reading, 15,

1 Sound of Mull aid Sheplierd's Tt

SET 36.- PART Il.—THE OUTER HEBRIDES.

Reading, 1«

y LM H.Smith

The book reproduces 62 of these 67 slides
(numbers 31, 35, 40, 46 & 67 being omitted)
presenting them in a continuous sequence
numbered 1-62. Thus, for example, slide 65 in
the catalogue (illustrated on the dust-wrapper
above), is listed as slide 61 in the book. (These
differences in numbering may reflect changes
made by GWW over the years or undisclosed
changes made by the editor for publication.)

Lantern slide purists might be disappointed to
see that the slides are reproduced in a ‘postcard’
format (aspect ratio 1.5:1) — a ‘topping and
tailing’ process which results in a loss of about a
third of their original area — but will nevertheless
be pleased to join the large numbers of those
who will add this excellently produced volume to
their shelves.
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