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appears to be a concert party or choir, with musical
instruments (violin, zither and xylophonel[?]) and
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TIME, LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN, PLEASE oo

IN SUMMER 2001, at a Society meeting in Henley-on-Thames, Mike Smith sidled
up to me in a conspiratorial manner. "How would you like,” he whispered while
pretending to inspect a set of overpriced dissolving views on a market stall, ‘to be
the next Journal editor?’ | thought carefully about the implications of this surprise
invitation, for several hundredths of a second, and then said I'd love to — with the
caveat that | didn't really know how to do it but it could be interesting to find out.

As my last issue as Editor, | hope that this final number of the New Magic Lantern
Journal suggests that | now may be starting to get the basic idea of how to do it
... which means, paradoxically, that it's time to stop. Over these ten years and
twelve issues, I've had a great deal of fun reading and editing submissions — never
too many, it would have to be said, but any editor would always say that —and |'ve
learned a lot about aspects of our subject area that | wouldn't have suspected to
have existed. But it's also important to know when you've done as much as you can
with something, and when it's time to hand it on or let it evolve naturally into
something better, and it seems to me that it's now time to move along.

| hoped at the start of my tenure to encourage smaller and more incidental
contributions from a wider range of people, as well as the larger research articles
from ‘the usual suspects’, and | think in general that ambition has borne some fruit.
It seems to me (as |'ve argued several times in editorials) that since we don’t know
the overall picture that we're trying to put together, any contribution of any size is
worthwhile, even if it seems of dubious relevance at the time. As often as not, we
don't know the significance of a piece of historical information until it's put next to
other pieces.

As |'ve also said before, the magic lantern medium touched (and continues to
touch) practically every aspect of human culture and activity, in every part of the
world, and there must be many people with other interests who haven't yet realised
that they are also interested in the magic lantern. | hope we can use the Society's
future publications and research to extend the range of references and subjects
that have some bearing on lantern history, and so broaden the appeal of this
fascinating medium.

I'd like to think as well that I've been able to maintain the approach and standards
that the previous editors set for NMLJ: not too academic, not too popular or chatty,
not too specialist or obscure, not too obvious or predictable. Along the way, between
us all and including the Ten Year Book that formed Volume 4, we've published well
over 300 articles, reviews, reprints, illustrations and other items, running to some
600 pages, and | think that all adds up to a noticeable contribution to the develop-
ment of what — for lack of a better name — | keep calling ‘lantern studies’.

So, for one last time, this issue contains what | hope seems to you, as it does to
me, to be another dose of our usual rich miscellany of all things optical. We have
a discussion of a Parisian descendant of the Phantasmagoria; a fascinating and rare
look at a travelling lanternist's lantern and slides; a further brief glimpse of a mythical
beast; some legal news from a century ago; and a bit more light shed on an ‘optical
recreation’ in the shape of the perspective view. A few of my random thoughts on
internet research and reviews of some interesting recent works round things off.

I'd like to thank everybody who, in small or great ways over the last ten years,
has made editing less of a ‘challenge’ and more of a pleasure. Individual people have
been credited along the way, but I'd just like to reiterate all of the ‘thanks to ..." lines
that have appeared on the title pages of this and the past eleven issues, and
especially repeat the regular thanks to Annie Bridges for polishing off the rough
edges of my rambling prose, and to Dennis Crompton for continuously and
cheerfully taking a pile of Word files and pictures in various formats and turning them
into something that looks like a proper journal. My successors as editors, compilers
and other perpetrators of the Society's periodicals and books have my best wishes
for every success and smoothness along the way, and I'll hope to be among their
contributors in the future.

I'll just leave you with the observation that only three actual magic lanterns appear
illustrated in the pages of this issue: one of them has no lens of its own, and the
other two have seven lenses between them. You work it out ...

Contributions, large and small, continue to be welcome, and can still be sent to
the editorial address in the left column of this page to be forwarded to the next
Society publications editors.
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